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PREFACE

The need for 'endogenizing' demographic variables in development
planning is now widely recognized; The planners have to spread their
analytical net wider to capture in ome 'go' both the demographic and
socio-economic variables, This requires an explicit recognition of the
two-way link between changes in fertility on the one hand and those in
labour market, wages, income distribution, consumption, savings, investment
and other variables on the other, The research work doﬁe so far in Pakistan
has inadequately addressed itself to this two-way linkage between demographic
and socio-economic phenomena, Researchers, éonstxained by limitations of
both data and analytical framework, have tended to study the demographic
phenomenon of fertility in isolation from such related matters as labour
force participation, rural-urban migration and income and expenditure
patterns, These studies have failed to analyse simultaneously the
demographic, production and consumption decisions of households, For
instance, high fértility rates are generally attributed to biological
determinants alone which can be influenced by large supplies of such
clinical devices as contraceptives, . Such notions about the fertility
behaviour of the households have given birth to ineffective govermment
policies, That the many populdtion planning adventures, taking mostly
the form of crash programmes, undertaken so far have foundered should not
surprise anyone. Fertility, like love that sustains it, is a many-

splendoured thing., It must be seen in a broader socio—economic context.

The nature of the influences of economic forces, both direct and
indirect, on fertility behaviour should therefore constitute a major area

of concern for social scientists and policy makers, To make a start in
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this direction, the inter-linkages between such variables as fertility, labour
force participation and migration and their effects on the household income and

expenditure behaviour must be studied., Such a study‘should permit us to
understand better the decision-making process of the household, which is the
basic unit in both the demographic and economic analyses. Research studies of
this genre have already been carried out in many other developing countries
and have provided gainful insights into the: deterninants of household
economic-demographic behaviour, However, in Pakistan the present exercise

is the first of its kind,

In order to understand better the economic~demographic interface the

project entitled "Studies in Population, Labour Force and Migration" has been
undértaken by the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics in collaboration
" with the ILO and UNFPA, The project is a 'four—in—one' venture based on a
national sample, the field-work for which was undertaken by the Statistics
‘Division (formerly called Central Statistical Office, or CSO for short)
covering 10,288 housebolds. The survey generated a wealth of data on the
hqusehold'décisioh-making process concerning the behaviour of the connected
foursome — viz. fertility, migration, labour force participation and income
dnd expenditure, Every effort has been made to ensure reliability of the data.
This study, which is being brought out in the form of a series of seven "first'
reports, would enhance our understanding of the behaviour of households with
respect to the various ways in which they go about fulfilling their 'basic
needs', Even more important, it should lay the foundations of cconomic

- demography in Pakistan, opening up new areas of nulti-disciplinary research
that could not be perceived before, This study should also provide the
researcher with a sufficient feel for the real world to permit formal economic-
demographic molelling exercises. In this respect the present repdrts are ﬁruly

pioneering both in intent and ‘in purpose.

Syed Nawab Haider Naqvi
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NUPTIALITY PATTERNS IN PAKISTAN

Naushin ‘Mahmood
“-and
Syed Mubashir Ali

Introduction:

Although the study of'the'pétterns of nuptiality has been a

: topic of ‘great interest for social scientists, its demographic impor-
‘ tance for intensive research has increased primarily because of its

:links with fertility. Changes in. the age pattern of marriageé and the

proportion who never marry have played a significant role in explain-

< ing variations in levels ‘of fertility in both developed and developing
~_countries. In societies where marriage is universal, fertility is
. rarely controlled and.child-bearing outside marriage is virtually non-

existent, women's age at marriage has a direct bearing bn'the length

of effective exposure"peridd and bence on the levels of fertility. A

number of studies have demonstrated the ‘strong effeet of women's age

 at marriage on fertility /6,12,14,15,16,22,29/. However, it is still
_controversial whéther raising of the age at marriage is an effective
. strategy adopted by societies to achieve 3 decline in fertility in gen-

- eral-and in population growth in particular.

- There is an-argument that a very early age at marriage ( < 15

years) may lead to fecundity impairment and hence may result in lower

“ levels of marital fertility than those that may result from a higher age

at marriage. Coale and Tye (1961) have also warned that raising of a
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very low age at marriage by a few years might have a positive effect

on fertility since low early marriage fertility is an outcoﬁé'of two
main factors - adolescent sub-fecundity and deléyed consumﬁatidn”ofi

some of the marriages. But due to the ambiguous nature of the causal
relationship between age at marriage and fertility, the questibn'stili'vv
remains about the determination of the 'threshold.level' of agé at |
marriage which may lead to a substantial -decline in fertility, However,
it has been observed that adolescent subwfecundity is not-apparéﬁtVfrom"'

age 18 onwards in many Asian countries including Pakistan_ﬁ?/.

In Pakistan where the average age at marriage is low and fer-
tility is high, little empirical work has been done on the relationship
between the two variables., Nevertheless, a number of studies have been
undertaken on age at marriage in Pakistan. Using available census data
on marital status by age, Sadiq (1965) estimated the Singulate Mean Age
at Marriage (SMAM) at 23,5 years for males and 17.6 years for females
in 1961, Based on the PGE 1964 daia, Alam estimated the SMAM to be
24,7 for males and 19,1 for females jﬁy. Another estimate of the mean
age at marriage through the use of net nuptiality tables came out to be
24,6 for males and 19,2 for females, based on the 1968 PGS data 1@1/ .
Ali these -studies give an indication of a rise in age at marriage for

both males and females in Pakistan.

Despite the fact that age at marriage has revealed an upwérd
trend, its implications for a reduction in.fertility level is still de-
bated. Baséd'on the 1961 census data, Ahmad (1969) estimated a maximum

fertility decline of 12 percent between 1961 and 1971, with the’



-3-

assumption of a sudden shift in age at marriage from 16 yearSvfo 20
years which ;eems'to be an unrealis:ic assumptiqq for a society like
Pakistan 2?7, Simiiarly, De Tray <1977) also pointed out a decline

of 8 berce;t in completeﬁ‘fertility as a result of rise in the age

at marriage from 15.2 té 19;2 years. He has also highlighted some of
the problems associated with studying the relationship between age at
marriage and fertility in Pakistan.lgy. Recently, a slight decline
registered iﬁ the fertility level in Pakistan has béen attributed main=

ly to changes in nuptiality patterns 157.

Another important point worth discussing is that a shift from
early to high age at marriage only occurs within a milieu of -broad :
social and eéonomic change involving changes in the role and status of
women, education, family structure, employment sfructuxe, etc, These
changes, in furn, afe likely to have implications for fertility; Thus,
a linkage between increaged age at marriage and fertility should also
be studied in this éoptext'rather than merely as a social strategy for

reducing fertility.,

Keeping in view the strong association of age at marriage with
other variables, the objective of present report is to examine the
pattern of nuptiality in Pakistan, Specifically, we have examined in depth:

a, Levels and trends of nuptiality patterns over-time; '

b. Differentials in age at marriage by selected socio=
economic variables; and

c. Association of selected background characteristics
with nuptiality patterns.



Data and Their Limitations

The present analysis will be ccnducted with data mainly from
the Population, Labour Force and Migration (PLM) survey of'Pakistan for
the year 1979-50. This survey is based on a sample of 10098 everw
married women agéd 450 vyears, A standard questionnaire of the Pakis-
tan Fertility Survey (1975) waé repeated for gathering information on
fertility including questions related to marriage history and selected
backgrpund characteristics of worﬁen.1 Moreover, estimates based on the
data from the Pakistan Fertility Survey of 1975 (collected as part of
World Fertility Survey) and Mational Impact Survey of 1968~69 will be
used in conjunctiqq;witb the recent éurvey (PLM) to examine the changes
occurring in marfiagéﬂbétterns over-time, Besides, data on thé distri-
bution‘qf population according to ma;itél status in different censuses
&ill alspjﬁgmgsed_to study the trends and tempo of change in age at
marpiage.A- | - o |

The measures used to explain the variations in marriage pattern
are: a) Singulate mean age at marriage (SMAM) ; Proportion single By'age,
b)direct estimate of mean age at ﬁarriage'kMAM); and percent married at
age 21 or later., The SMAM techﬁique is gased on ﬁercent single by age
and summgfizgs the experience of ali petsdns enumerated at a given point

-

I3 . . N 2 . . ~h‘: q ; c‘ S sasto
in time in a hypothetical cohort.  This measure 1is widely used to show

trends in age at marriage over~time., gy, T
3 i X . . R X X _ I8

e

. 1. For a detailed description the size and framework of sample, see
Irfan, M, Research Report No. 118 PIDE 1982. S

2. For a discussion of the singulate mean age at marriage and the method
of its computation, see Hajnal (1953) and Shryock and Siegil. Methods
and Materials of Demography. Vol. I. 1973 P. 295 ' '
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Itvmust be mentioned that the census and survey data in Pakistan
suffer from age mis-reporting and undei~/cver~enumeration of population.
Théréfore, the estimates of age at marriage and proportion single by age
are‘iikelf to be affected. However, it may be expected that with increased
socio-economic changes in the country, age reporting might have beccme
better for relati§e1§ younger and educated women. Moreover, the intro-
ducfion of the Muslim Family Law—brdinance in 1961 (which made the regis=
' tration of marriages compulsory along with their vespective ages and other
pafticulars) and the initiation of the registraticn scheme in 1972.miéﬁf
“have created an awareness and realization ameng peopie about reporting
of events, However, there is no evidence of an improvement in age data’
oQér-time'in Pakistan. Without any empirical evidence, it would be

‘difficult to say that age reporting has been relatively better for the

younger cohorts of women than for the older one.

:In the PLM éufvey of 1979-80, information on the timing of ma=-
rriage was obfainéd through threevtrain_questionsc The first question
,pqrtaiped to fhe mdﬁtﬁ and year of marriage, Women who did not respond
-‘to_thisrquestioﬁ-were asked an alternative question about their duration
6fvmartiage. Also, information on the age at marriage was soﬁght inde~
pendently from all women, It is possible that informatbn on the three
questions was combined and the missing piece was adjusted during the
editing procedure which could bias either of the estimates, this making
it‘ﬁifficult to separate individual errors, For the purpose of analysing
this s:';tuation9 2 few of the original questicnnaires were randomly exa~
mihed”and it ﬁés found that age at marriage and duvation cf marriage

were reported by all women directly while the year of marriage was computed
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or adjusted accordingly, This, therefore, implies that inconsistencies
in the estimates by age cohorts are mainly due to reporting or response

error in the data,

- Besides that, the data suffer from all limitations of a cross-

sectional survey confined to information on ever=-married women of the

ages 10-49 years which shall be discussed in the subsequent analysis.

Changes 1n the Age Pattern of Marrlage'

A noticeable change in the nuptiality patterns of women”ih
Pakistan has occurred during the last three decades. To analyse this
change, it would be useful to examine the pasttﬁends in.the age at ma-
rriage and see‘the variations in proportions:single in different age

cohorts over=time,

Using the well=known technique developed by Hajnal, the sinéu—
late mean age at marriage (SMAM) can be calculated from the marital-
status distribution of population as given in different censuses and
surveys, Table 1 presents ;he SMAM of males and females since 1951
from different data sources, It must be mentioned here that besides
the problems already mentioned, the data in different censuses and sur-
veys are not entirely comparable due to variations in age reporting,

coverage, and methodology of data collection,

The estimates given in Table 1 show a rising trend in female
age at marriasge from about 18 years in 1951 to almost 21 years in 1981,
For the decades preceding 19519 SMAM was estimated by Sadiq for the Muslim
populations of those provinces of India now constituting Pakistan., Accor=

ding to those estimates, SMAM of females increased from 15.8 in 1921 to
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Table: 1

SINGULATE MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE IN PAKISTAN 1951-1981

Year Source Male Female Difference (Male~Female)

1951  CENSUS 23.4 17,9 5.5
1961  CENSUS 24,5 17.6 - 6.9
1964 PGE 25,4 19.4 6.0
1968-71PGS 25.8 - 19.5 6.3
1972  CENSUS 26,2 20,0 6.2
1975  PFS 25,4 : 19;8 5.6
1976 PGS 2640 20,0 6.0
19793 - pLm 25.6 20,2 5.4
1981  CENSUS 25.4 20,8 4.6

Sources liV, 18; 19, 20; 2%:7

3'Female SMAM for urban and rural areas in the PLM survey is 21.4
and 19.6 years, respectively., For Punjab 20.5, Sind 19.6, NWFP
20.2 and Baluchistan 18.7 years.
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16,4 in 1941, indicating only 0.6 year increase in two decades /23/.
However, this trend accelerated in subsequent decades when the SMAM in=-
creased to 17,9 in 1951, a sudden increase of 1,5 years wihin a decade,
One of the reasons explaining this rise was the civil and political
disturbances and displacement of families just after the partition of
the sub-continent in 1947 which had a delaying impact on age at mar;iage
;ii7. Following 1951, the SMAM rose to 20 years in 1972 and to 20.8

| in 1981, indicating an upward shift of almost 3 years within two decades.
Males,-on the other hand, also showed an increase in the SMAM, but the
tempo of change has been slightly different from that for females., The
SMAM for the males increased by one yeafvbetween 1951 and 1961 whereas
that for females showed a slight decline. This could be due to under-
estimatipn of female population or mis~reporting of their age in 1961,
But in the next decade, 1961-72, increase in age at marriage was much
‘higher for females (2.4 years) than for males (1.7 years). This sudden
increase in female age at marriage within a decade could partly be ex=

plained in terms of the rising level of socio~economic development in the -
me.ok .

country during the Sixties which may have had a delaying impact on the
age at marriages Since 1972, the age at marriage of males and females

has been floating around 26 years and 20 years, respectively. Since

the overall change in the age at marriage of females is gredter than that . ¥
. R . . ',,_:\‘.;\:-‘”_; SRR

of males, the gap between their age at marriage has also narrowed from,

5.5 years in 1961 to 4.6 years in 1981 (see“&%blé Do oo

24 - - L N
Ay Lt et 4
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Another important indicator. of changes in patterns of nuﬁtiélity_
is the proportion single in different age cohorts. Sgéb information has :
been given in Table 2 for both males and females for the 1951 - 198i pef;
iod, A direct examination of Table 2 confirms the statement that qﬁptia;
lity patternin Pakistan is characterized by universalAbut: delayeé;ﬁéfriage
at relatively younger ages. At ages beyond 25 years, the populatién'
single do not show wide variations over all the years uﬁder study. About
92 percent of women are eventually married by age 29 and nearly 96 percent
by age 34 in 1981, The most notable observation in Table 2 is substantial
shift in the proportion of single women in the 15-19 age group where iﬁu
increased from 46,6 percent in 1961 to 65.6 percent’ip.1972,vand 70 percent
in 1981, 1In the age group of 20-24 years, this p;oportion almoét dduﬁiéd‘i
as it increased from 12 percent in 1961 to_24,4‘percent in 1§Si.- A;fﬁéward

shift in the proportion of single women in younger age groups suppofts

‘the notion of a nuptiality transition in Pakistan. Although the proportion

of -single males also increased markedly in the younger age groups, the

‘over=-all pattern still indicate traditional nuptiality behaviour among

‘men, ‘As may be seen, only 10,6 percent of 30~34 years old males and 3.1

percent in 40-44 years of age remained single in 1979, However, the
changes occurring over-time suggest that a persistent increase in the
proportion single in younger age groups of both males and females may

lead to a further rise in the age at marriage in Pakistan,
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Table: 2

PROPORTION SINGLE BY SEX AND AGE: PAKISTAN 1951-1981

1951{Censds

1961 Census 1972 Census _ 1975(PFS) 1979(PLH) 1981 Census
Age Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
15-19 68.0 45.7  83.6 46,6  92.6 65.6 94  62.9 95,0 72.2 92.5 68.9.
20-24- 42.0 17.7  52.9 12.0  €7.8 21.3 67  22.0  65.9 23.3 64,0 24,4
25-29 22.8° 6. 27.9 5.1  36.0 7.2 32 8.6  31.4 6.5 32,8 7.9
30-34 18.4: 3.9  14.1 3.0  17.4 3.6 15 3.5 10.6 2.3 15.8 3.7
35-39. 7.8 3.4 8.8 2.7 0.9 2.1 6 2.1 6.2 1.8 8.1 1.8
40~44. 6.2 3.2 6.4 2.0 0.6 1.5 4 1.5 3.1 1.2 6.3 1.7
45-49 4.5 1.6 5.2 1.9 4.3 0,9 3 1.0 2.0 0.7 3.9 1.1

Sourceﬁ%'117;18,2£7-
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Using data from cross sectional surveys, where information on the
age.at‘ﬁarriage of women is recorded through individual -interviewing, cha=
nges in the ‘age pattern of first marriage may also be studied by examin- :
"ing the trends 'in- age at which cértain proportions~ of successive birth
cbhorts are marfied, But the main problem with these data is that the nup-
i;ia1i£y exéééiénée §f‘égiy'a"feW‘cohorts.W9u1d>be'c§mp}egg Which-limits_',
‘ﬁbgwpossibé%ipy.of ardiréét comparison of mean ége"éfimafriagé fér diff-
erent age cbhofts since the mean would be higher for cohorts of older age
“at thentimelof the‘survey. One way to eliminate this bias is to compare
- the age at marriage of those who marry before age 25, for cohorts aged 25
"years and above at the time of the survey. Tablé 3 presenfs the percen-
tage'distribﬁtiOn of women married befbre'age 25 and their mean age at
. mérfiége‘for cohorts aged 25 and over for 1975 and 1979. The proportions
marfied at épeéified ages clearly indicate a trend toward delayed mérriage

marr ied
for relatiﬁely younger womén. The proportion of all women/ before the age
of’ 15"yéé‘rs ‘has sﬁbstahtially declined from 29,0 percent in 1975 (PFS)
to 12,4 percent in 1979—80‘(fLM Survey), while the propbrtibnal marrying,

between the ages 20 and 21 years has risen from 9,0 percent to 18,3 per-

‘cent, reflecting an upward shift in age patterns of marriage.

Howéver, the trends in age at marriage emerging from Table 3 are
not as revealing as they were in case of proportions*éingle in different
age groups., One may say that the selection of thefsamplé o% ever-married
women within a cross-section has maskéd the trend that was observed in

‘ the census data. As may be seen, no clear pattern of variations in the

mean age at marriage is evident in the PLM survey where the means for all
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Table: 3

PERCENTAGE DISTRiBUTION AND MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE OF WOMEN MARRIED BEFORE AGE
25 YEARS AND HAVING CURRENT AGE OF 25 YEARS OR MORE: 1975 and 1979

_ AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE ‘ Percent  Mean age at
Age Croup _ <15 15-%7 18-19 _ 20-21 22-2L of the Marriage”
PFS PLM PFS PLM PFS PLM PFS PLM PFS PLM PFS PLM PFS  PLM

25-29 23.2 10.5 38.0 41.5 19.1 22.9 10.9 17.5 7.6 26,3 25.% 17.0 17.5

8.7

30-34 26.5 12.2 41.2 40.7 15.1 19.5 10.7 18.6 6.5 8.9 23.3 22.2 16.6 17.4
35-39 31.1 10.1 39.8 44.1 17.1 19.6 7.0 18.4 5.0 7.8 17.9 18.5 16.2 17.4
40-44 40.7 12.3 38.5 40.6 12.2 17.9 3.3 19.2 5.3 10.0 17.9 156.7 15.7 17.4
45-49 29.0 18.4 45.5 4£3.9 12.2 14.6 9.8 18.1 3.5 5.0 14.6 16.3 16.2 16.7
Total 29.0 12.4 40.0 42.0 16.0 19.4 9.0 18.3 6.0 7.9 100.0 100.0 16.4 17.3

Sources: lﬁi and PLM survey déqéT

*Unadjusted: It may be noted that the estimates of mean age at marriage in this and all subse-
guent tables have not been adjusted by 0.5 years and hence are tentative. Since
information on age at marriage of women was recorded in completed years in both
the surveys, the estimates of the means need to be adjusted by 0.5 vear to account
for variations during a calandar year.
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age groups are almost identical (17.4) except for the oldest cohort of
women (45-49) who have married 0.8 year earlier, on average (16,7) than

the younger women.. On the other hand, the PFS estimates have shown :a

more consistent trend although the difference in age at marfiaée'qugﬁe
younger (25&29) and oidéy women (40-49) is of a similaf magnitﬁd;.gs
ﬁhat of PLM éurvéy. Reasons for lack of variations in age at.ﬁ;rri;ge:
in different age cdhorts’in PLM is surprisiﬁé and estimé;eswéggid éartiyﬁ
be explained in terms of mis—statémenf of the age aﬁ.ﬁérfiagé By:blaéff
woﬁen.. o
Inforﬁéfion.bn.female age at first marriage by year of marriage
also makes it{ﬁoséible to examine trends in marriage paﬁgerns over=time,
Table & presents the mean ane at marriage of curréntly married women. as
well ‘as the ﬁefbénfage of women married at ageé 15 or earlier and 21 or-
later by marriage cohorts from the three surveys, NIS; PﬁS, and.?LM°res-'
pééfiﬁely?(UWHile comparing the estiﬁétes of mean ape at marriége férJalI‘
women ‘among the'three,surQeys,s there is an increase ofvone'aﬁa half
year from 1968-69 (16,0 years) to 1979-80 (17.5). But it must be noted
that these éstiﬁates do not represent the current age at ﬁarriage as they
pertdin to the behaviour of currehtly'mérried wémen between the age=6f
10 and 49 years within a cross-section. The estimates are thus subject .
to downward biases due to truncatioﬁ, egpecially Qheﬁ égevétvmérriage i&
rising, Therefore, td"iﬁfer'éhangus in age at marriaéé fromAtheseAaatd,_

one must” assume that nuptiality has remained unchanged. Moreover, the-

4, Since the NIS pertained to the sample of currently married women, this,
sample has been chosén in Table 4 to make the data comparable among:
the three surveys.

5. The questions asked on age at marriage in the three surveys were of the
nature that make the data highly comparable. For details of the ques-
tions see /NIS and PFS/.



Table. 4
" "PATTERN 'OF MARRIAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN BY YEAR OF MARRIAGE _
IN PAKISTAN: NIS (1968- 69) PFS (1975) AND PIM (1979-80)

Mean:Age~AtiMarriagé Percent Married at Agé:;lSIxPérCent“ﬁarriédﬁat;Z?Zl Percent age of the sample

Year. of . *

Marriage NIS PEST  PIM NIS PFS PIM  NIS PFS PIM VIS PFS PLY

Befofe S ‘ .

1950 15.2 15.0 1418 49.7. 52.7 71.9 3.1 1.2 0.1 28.2 16.7 6.5

1950-54  15.4 157  16.4. 44.3 441 43.9 4.4 5.9 3.2 14.8 5.2 9.3

1955-59  15.7 16.0 17.4 39.5 40.8 33.9  10.1 7.2 12.0  19.7 6.4 12.7

1960-64 16.8 16.6 17.5 32.8 31.1 32,9 12.1 8.0 13.2 19.3 16.3  16.5

1965-69 17.1 17.1 17.8 29.1 28.7 27.5 - 13.1 15.5  17.9 19.1  17.6
L 1970-74 - 17.5  17.9 - 23.6 23.7 - 15.4 15.8 - 4.3 19.4
0 1975-79 - - 18.2 - - 15.9 - - 17.7 - - 18.9

All Women 16.0 16.5 17.5 38.5 33.3 - 30.7 6.2 9.3 13,2 100.0 100.0 100.0

Sourcess [5@}21, PLM Survey 19757.

Note: : It must be noted here that due to built in samp11ng select1v1ty the estlmates of mean age at
~ - marriage will be under estimated, both for younger and older coborts.

* ' The lower estimates for the earlier marriage cohorts (<1950) in the PLM <urve7 are an under-~
est1mate of  age at' marriage mainly due to the selection criterie of married women in the
sample..
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estimétes.of the eer}ieét mertiage cohorts (1950's) may also be affected
due to5t£e truncation of ;;ﬁenvcetfeht1y23tlage§ 45-49, because women who
got mdffied at age 20 or 1atéruprior to 1950 by definition are excluded
from, the'sample,: Since only a fmail.ptpportion of women might have de-

1ayed their marriages beyond age 20 in late 40's or early 50's, the re~

sults are not likely to be much affected

Keeping‘all these limitations in view, however, a rising trend in
age at marriage is evident from thé'period“eStimateSjef ﬁIS; PFé eﬁdfPﬁM
survey (Figure 2). According to the PLM survey estimates, there is a
gain of about two years in mean age at marriage of women, rising from 16,4

in 1950454 t6 17:8 yeafs in 1965=69 and 18,27 years for women married du-

-fell from 43,9 percent in 1950*54 to Only 15 9 percent in 1975~?9. Siﬁie
,1ar1y, the tendency to delay marriage up to the age of 21 or later has also
1ncreased as thlb percentage rOSe from 3 3. 2 durlng 195054 to 17,7 durlng
1970-75 in the PLM survey. Among the three surVeys, the proportlon married
at early ages (15 years or 1ess) has showad a contlnuous decline from -
38 5 percent in 1968~ 69 (NIS) to 35,5 in 1975 (PFS) and. 30 7 percent in
.1979 (PLN) 91m1]ar1y the pcrcentage marrylng at age 21 or later has
more than doubled r1s1ng from 6.2 in 1968-69 to 13, 2 in 1979 80, reflec~

tlng a trend towards delayed marriage within a decadé or so.
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Table:

5

PATTERN OF MARRIAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEM BY YEAR OF MARRIAGE 1IN
PAKISTAN FOR URBAN RURAL AREAS 1979-80

Percent Married at

“Mean Age at  Percentage Married Percent of the
Year of Marriage at Age 15 or earlier Age 21 or later _ Sample o
Marriage Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural
1950-54  16.3 16,5 43 43.3 2.3 3.4 9.5 9.1
1955-59 17.2 17.5 34.3 33.4 10.6 12.5 12.9 12,7
1960-64  17.4 17.6 0% 353 13.3 13.9 15.3 15.6
1965-69 17.8 17.8 26.3 27.8 17.7 1.3 16.5 17.9
197C-74 18.57 17.7 7.0 26.7 19.3 14.6 19.0 19.6
1975-79  18.9 18.0 113 17.4 26%9 14.6 18.3 16.1
All Women 17.6 17.5 286 32.5 15.2 12.3 100.0 100.0

Sourcé:_l?iM Survey 121£7
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For the purpose of examining the ‘trend in age at marriage in more

detail, a further breakdown of the PLM susvey data by urban and rural

been . _
residence has / given in Table 5. No significant urban-rural differen-

tials in patterns of marriage have emerged except for the marriage cohozts
of 1970-74 and 1975«79, where urban women got married about one year
later than‘theif rural counterparts. In the marriage cohorts pricr te

‘.

1970, rural women married sllghtly later thaﬁ the corresponding urban
S

~ women, ‘This unexpected trend 1mp11es that relatively clder women mostly

from rural areas have exaggerated the reporting of their marriege age,_

Jéffinding already noted from Table 3,
L X . VY .

1
v

Differentials in Marrjage Patterns:

After obserVing the past trends and changing tempc of femzie age

at marrlage from tha census and survey data; this section demTu with the

i

ldentificatlon of association of background factors with he diffeven~

tials in marriage pdtqérnS'in Pakistan. For this purpose, data from the

individual surveys of both PFS and LM have been analysed, The main

“focus is on examining and explaining variations in the nuptiality exper-
-ience of ever-married"wcmen.in their first_marriage only, with‘differenﬁ

’soc1o-econom1c and demographlc cha*ac*erlstlc These inglude place and

ﬁ\\ ; .
[

‘reglon of re31dence, educat1ona1 attalnment, wo"k par icipation, pattern

of work etc. Moreover, dlffcrentlal '1n marrlagehpatterdé‘cf'fe@ales by

(:‘

‘-their.husbands’ socio-economic characteristics such as education and '

occupation will also be studied.



-18-

Urban-Rural Residence:

The effect of urban residence on the timing of marriage is evident
from few studies where urban women generally have a higher age at marriage
than rural women 152,24,257, This section analyses the urban-rural di-
fferentials in females age at marriage in Pakistan. Besides the informa-
tion on current place of residence, one question in the survey was asked
about "childhood type of place of residence prior to marriage". Presum=
ably, this was the period of adolescent socialization and education
which could have influenced the respondent regarding local norms about
adult behaviour. It can thérefore, be expected that women who grew up
in big towns and cities were more likely to delay marriage than those
wﬁo gréw up in rufal areas. Data from the two surveys support this
notion when we look at Table 6 showing the mean age at marriage of fe-
males by place of residence and year of marriage for PFS and PLM survey.

The table does not'réQeal substantial urban-rural differentials
in age at maffiage except for the cohorts marrying during 1970-79. How=
ever, it is apparent that life-time urban residence has the greatest
effect on the timing of female marriage both in PFS and PLM surQey. Urban
women who were married more recently (1975-79) had age at marriage afound
19 as compared to 18 for rural residents and 18,5 for rural ﬁigrants.

In 1979, an overall increase in the age at marriage for urban women has
been 2.6 years as compared to 2 yeafs for rural woﬁen during the last
three decades. In 1975, such an increase was 2 years in the case of

urban women and 1.4 years for rural women.
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Table: 6

MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE -BY: PLACE OF RESIDENCE AND YEAR OF MARRIAGE EVER-VARRIED
WOMEN, 1975% AND 1979

Year of  ___ CURRENT RESIDENCE - MIGRATION STATUS | DIFFERENCE IN. AGE AT MARRIAGE BY

Marriage _ . Life Time Rural to Urban Current Migration
‘ _..Urban ___Rural.  Urban Residents Migrants . Residence Status

" PFS PLM PFS. PIM ~  PFS PLM  DPFS PLM  PFS PLM  PES PLH
| 1950-54 ©-16.1 16,3 - 15.77 16.5 - 15.8 16.2  16.9 16.6 +0.4  =0.2 0.2 ~0.4
1955-59 . 15.7 17.2 - 16,2 17.5 16.2 17.2  15.7 7.1 -0.5 -0.3 +0.5 +0.1
1960-64 .1%.7 17.4 165 17.6  17.0 17,6 16.R 16,9 +0.2 . -0.Z2 +0.,7 Q0.7
- 1965-69 17.6 17.8 17:0- ¥7.8 -17.9 18.0 16.7 : 17.4 +0.¢ +0.0, +1.2 +0.6
- 1970-74 18.1 18.5 17.1 17.7 18.4 18.6 17.4 18,2 +1.C- +0.,8  +1.0 +0.4
1975-79 - 18,9 - 18.0 - 19.0 . - 18,5 - +0.9 - +0.5
A1l Women 16.8 17.6  16.3 17.5 17.0 17.7  16.2 17.3  +0.5 = +0.4 +0.8 +0.4

_ Source: / 21 and PLY Survey 1979/

* The PFS (1975) estimates,pertain to the sample of currently married women.
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A further anglfsis of urban-rural differeptials in the age at
marfiége'is done at the individualvlevel by current age. Table 7 presents
such differentials by age where younger urban women (25-29) were married
0.6 years later than younger rural women in PFS and 0.7 year later in PLM
survey. In the age cohort of 40-49, urban-rural differentials were neg-
ligible both in PFS and FLM (Tablé 7). The differences in age at marriage
by migration status are more conspicuous in PFS than in PLM, 1In ages
25~29 years, 1ifé-time urban residents married 1.5 yearslater than rural

in-migrants in PFS and 0.7 year later in PLM, In older age cohort, such

differences were of a lesser magnitude, These findings thus suggest

"' that a change in the values regarding the timing of girls' marriage

seems to have been taking place both in urban and rural areas, but such

a departure is more pronounced for life~time urban residents.

~ Region of Residence:

Pakistan has four main administrative provinces namely the Punjab,

 Sind, MWFP and Baluchistan comprising about 58, 21, 17 and 4 percent of
" the country's total population, respectively.£i§7a Due to variations in
" the development level and cultural background of these regions, it is

" expected that the nuptiality patterns would also differ. This statement

{s confirmed when-we look at the estimates of mean age at marriage by re-

gion of residence in Table 7 which indicate somewhat different marriage

" patterns among the four provinces of Pakistan. The province of Punjab,
" enjoying a better level of socio-economic development, showed the highest

mean age at marriage, followed by Sind, MWFP and Baluchistan in 1979.



Table: 7

MEAN AGE AT MARRTAGE BY CURRENT AGE ANb PERCENT MARRIED AT AGE 21 OR LATER BY SELECTED
SOCIO~ECONCMIC CHARACTERISTICS: EVER MARRIED WOMEN 1975(PFS) AND 1979(PLM)

) Percentage Ma- - " Difference @ﬁ Mean
Variables Cerrent age —_ rried at Age Percen% of  Age at morriage betw-
25_29 40"49 All Ages _.Zi.J)j:_F‘:".gi:er Samp fe el Agc 50“49&25"29 .

PFS PLM PFS PLM PFS PLM PFS - PLM PFS PLM- PFS - OFLM
A1l Women 17.1 17.6 16.1 17.6 16.5 17.5 5.8 13.2 100.0  100.9C +1.0 0.1
Current Residence - i A
Urban. 17.5 18.1 . 16.1 17.3 16.7 17.6 11.7 15.2 26.¢ 26. +1.4 +0.8
Rural - 16.9 17.4 16.1 17.5 1é.4 17.5 8.5 12.5 73.4 . 73.9 +0.8 ~0.1
Migration Status: _ .
Life-time Urban 18.0 18.1 16,9 17.3 17.0 17.7 13.6 - 17.3 19.4 +1.1 0-8
Rural 16.5 17.4 15.7 17. 16,2 17.3 8.0 - 2.6 6.6 +0.5 0.2
Region of Residence ,
Punjab E ' - 17,5 17.8 17.3 17.7 16.8 17.7 10.6 14.8 67.2 61.1 +0 .2 +0.1
Sind 16.1 17.4 16.0 17.0 16,6 17.0 9.2 11.2 21.8 26.4 +0,1 +0.4
NWEP 1722 18.3 . 17.4 - 10.0 9.0 -1.1

: : 16.1 i1.2 - 16.0 -
Baluchistan 166370 P t1ga 7T 16l U 7.3 Y05 5, ~1.2
Education '
No Schooling 16.7 17.5 16.06 17.5 16,2 17.3 7.9 12.1 89.0 88,8 +0.7 0.0
1-5 years 18.0 18,2 17.2 17.7° 17.5 17.4 13.9 13.2 6.9 5.3 +0.38 +0.5
6+ ’ 20.5 19.6 17.7 18.9 19.4 19.0 32.3 - 31.5 4.1 5.9 +2.2 +G.7
Pattern of Work o . " .
Never Worked 17.2 17.6 16.2 17.6 1€.6 -17.5 10.0 13.1 79.7 7.2 +1.0 9.0
Only before Marriage i8.9 19.2 19.1 18.1 17.9 18.5 18.3 24.0 2.4 0.0 -0.3 +1.1
Only after Marriage 15.8 17.4 15.5 17.4 16.0 17.2 2.1 9.4 10.7 7.1 +0.3 0.0
Before and after 17.0 17.7 16.5 17.7 16.6 "18.0 10.3 19.1 7.2 4.8 +.5 6.0
Marriage ' : .
Note: All PFS g§timates are for currently married women
Source: 1?1, PLM Survey 19227.
« = Ll ,’ Y ~ ' D



About 15 percent of the total women delayed marriage up to age 21 on“latft
in Punjab as compared 6 11:2 PereeRt ih Sind, 10 percent in NWFP and 7.3
'é‘e%’:'é‘éi\t in Baluehisran 4n the BEM survey. HoweUel; 48 CORSPIAUSUs differ-
ehees in the marrispge Behavidur of the VoUnger and 01der women are evident
in the four regiofs both ih PFS and PIM. In fdct, the Unexpelted nigné%
estimates of age at marriage for the older Cohdrt of Women (40-49) in the
province of MWFP and Baluchistdn in 1979 need fu'r‘t:f\er investigation, espe-
eially due to the fact that the two provincées are relatively on a4 lower
scale of socio-economic development and are mofe traditiondl: One poésiblé
reason for explaining this unexpeéted trfend could be the overstatement of
age by older women or response error in the data which has already been
noted previously for the older cohort of women in rural areas, But on the
whole it may be said that a transition in nuptiality seems to have taken
place in the more developed regions of the country (Punjnb and Sind) where

relatively larger proportion of females are literate or living in urban areas.

Educational Attainment:

. ;. which may affect the:: waltln? time 1nVOIVed 1n:f

Formal education is known to have a directvand positive effect on the
postponement of marriage jf} 26, 27, 28 730»v~i7, qucatlonal attavnmtnt

. [l
gy T e
RN .

upto hl?her levels “tends. to enhance thb SGC1o—econ mlc asplratlons of women

ﬂ"_dm'7 the suitabie mate, if
Fla (s .

wonmen want to OLt marrlvd to ‘men 3L 1east asuwvll—Pducatta as *hemselveq.

Ji

,.:w vy ':,v

levels of education. To test this hypothesis, estimdtes of mean age at

RIS
Sl res,
P ESI
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mairiége Ey~levels'of edudcation and age are presented in Table 7 fo¥

PFS and PLM survey. )

Of ‘all the variables 'in'this table, years of education has by far
tﬁe»sfrongest effect on female age at marriage. The differentials in age
at marriage by education levels have persisted in the same expected dire-
ction, but the difference in mean age at ma¥ridge between younger and older

women is more conspicuous in PFS thdn in the PLM survey,

Based on the PLM survey estimates, 11.2 percent of women in the sample
have been exposed to formal schooling, out of which.only 5:9 percent have
completed above primary education as compared to 4.1 percent in the PFS,

But the small proﬁortibn of women who had attended school showed the highest

‘delay in their timing of marriage. The mean age at marriage of women with

more than primary education is about 3 years higher than those with ro edu-

cation in the PFS and about 2 years higher in the PLM survey., The differ-

~ence in mean age at marriage between women with no schooling and those with

a few years of primary education is of modest magnitude, but completing

of above-primary education delays marriage up to 19.6 years, on average,

for younger women (25-29) and 18,9 for older women (40-49) in 1279

(PLM). Such difference had been even greater in 1975 (PFS) where women in
younger age cohort had age at marriage around 21 as compared to 18,7 for
older ageAcohort for six or more &ears of schooling. These results suggest
that.younger women with no schooling or below primary educztion showed very
little change in their timing of marriage as compared to older women within
similar levels of education. Thus, it may be concluded that completion of

g - * - . . - o . . - 3 . - .
above-primary education is significantly important in delaying female marriage.,
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Another way to express these differences is to comsider the percen-
tage who marry at age 21 or later. About 32 percent of women with six or
more years of schooling delayed theirs marriage until after age 21 as com-
pared to 12.1 percent with no schooling and 13,2 with 1-5 classes passed.
Similar trends were found in the PFS data whe?e 32.2 percent postponed
married until after age 21 with above primary education as comparedto only

7.9 percent with no schooling and 13.9 with a few years of primary education,

A further disaggregation of the PLM survey sample by urban—furai afeaé”;
reveals that the small percentage of women who have formal schdbling éxpd—
sure are mo;tly from urban areas., Based on PFS data, Karim (1980) hés‘shaﬁnﬂ'l
that the life-time urban residents have had better opportunities ta’éttend
school and had a distinct higher mean age at marriage than their rural
counterparts. To substantiate it further by the PLM survey data, Table &
revelas urban-rural differentials in mean age at marriage by levels of
education gnd age for ever-married women.

Table: 8

MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE BY LEVELS OF EDUCATION AND AGE IN URBAN-RURAL
AREAS OF PAKISTAN: 1979

Level of o X Difference in égE
Education Percent of at marrlage between
25~29 . 40-49 All Ages Sample Ages 45-49 & 25-29

Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural

No : 4

Schooling 17.6 17.4 17.0 17.7 17.2 17.4 72,3 95.1 +0.6 =0.3
1-5 18,3 18.1 17.0 18.9 17.8 17.9 10.2 3.3 +1.3 0,8
6+ _ 19.7 19,0 18,2 19.3 19,6 19,5 17,5 1.6 +0.8 =0.3
Total - 18,1 17.5 17.2 17.7 17.6 17.5 100.0 100.C +0.9 =0.2

Source: 1§LM Survey 19227-
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Aslmay be seen, no substantial urban-rural differentials in age
at marriage emerge by levels of education., However, it appears that the
effect of years of schobling is more conspicuous-in case of younger women
both in urban and'fﬁfél area§I  In the age cohort 25-29 years, urban women
‘with 6 and above years of schooling married abﬁut 2 years later than those
with no schooling and 1.4 year later than those with 1-53 years of schooiing.
In case of rural women, such differences were of a magnitude of 1,7 years
apd0;9 years, respecti#ely, But the puzgling situationvariSes in the
case of older women (40~49) living. in rural areas who had distinct higher
age at marriage than the corresponding urban women. One explénation for
this unexpected trend could be that the delaying impact of formal educa-
tion was ﬁuch greater f6r those few rural women who had attained a few
years of primafy education. But this explanation is nullified when we
look at the estimates of rural women with no scﬁooling who have showm
0,7 year higher age at marriage phan the c§rrespondingvurban women. Hence,
the péssible reason attributgble to this situation would be the age ex-
agéérafion by older rural women as already discusséd.‘ However; the
problem needs further probing and investigation.

On the whole, these data suggest that the impact of educational
attainmént on age at mafriage is growing for younger generation both in
urban ana rural areas, However, it may be expectéd that as education be-
comes widespread, its impact would further gro& in urban areas where
opp ortunities to pursue education are greater and participation of women

in education is on an increase in recent years.
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Work'Pétticipation:

Inéfeésed female participation in the labour force, another aspect
of éocial and ecénomic development, is often found to be responsible for
changeslin demographic-behaviour. Although-the causal relationshiﬁ between -
female ﬁork experience and age at marriage is both conceptually and empi-
rically ambiguous, the impact of the type of economic activity on age
at marriage is clear inv; few Asian societies where a strong positive
correlation between the_percentagé éngaged,in qon—agricultural‘activi~

ties and singulate mean age at marriage is confirmed / 24, 25/,

Theoretically, work experience can affect the timing of the
marriage of young women for two reasons. Parents whose daughters are
economically active may not be so eager to marry them off. Yoreover,

young working women themselves may like to maintain their economic in-

‘dependence for sometime before settling down to traditional roles, and

work provides them the necessary resources to remain single. Thus, female
work participation before marriage may be expected to serve as an impor-

tant factor in marriage postponement.

In Pakistan, few women are gainfully employed in traditional
as well as modern sectors of the economy. Employment of women outside

home, particularly before marriage is not much encouraged due to socio-

"~ cultural reasons. According to the PLM survey of 1979, 89,5 percent of

the total urban and 86,4 percent of total rural women reported to have
never worked, Out of the total, a very small proportion worked only
before marriage (0.9) as compared to 7.1 percent of those who joined the

labour force only after marriage.
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Differentials in the marriage behaviour of women by pattern of

vwork ére presented in Tabie 9 by marriage cohorts while such differentials

by ;ﬁfrent age are shown in Table 7 cor 1975 and 1979, As expected, the

small proportion of women with premarital-work experience had the highest -

mean age at marriage as compared to those who never worked or worked only

after marriage in all the marriage cohorts.

Table: 9

NS

MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE BY PATTERN OF WORK AND YEAR OF MARRIAGE
1975 AND 1979

MEAN AGE AT ™MARRIAGE

Year of ' LI ' Before and‘;;
Marriage Worked only Only After After Ma= All
, Never Worked pefore Marriage Marriage rriage Women
PFS . PLM  PFS oA PFS  PLM  PFS  PLM PFS PLM
1960 - 15.6 16.3  16.3 17 15.1 16.3 15.5 16.0 15.6 16.2
1960-64 16.5 17.5  17.8 18.2 16,2 17.2 17.0 17.7 16.6 17.5
1965-69 . 17.2  17.8  18.4 17.8 16.6 17.0 16.6 18.8 17.1 17.8
1970-74  17.4 17.8  13.8 91 16,1 18.1 17.5 19.5 17.5 17.9
1975-79 - 13.1 - 19.7 - 18.2 - 18.6 - 18.2

Source:_[fl and PLM Survey 19727.

As observed from Table 9, women in the marriage cohort of 1970-74,

who worked before marriage, married about one and half year later than
those who never worked both in PFS and PLM and 2.7 years later than those
who worked after marriage in PFS and one year later in FLM survey. Such

differences were even sharper for the marriage cohort of 1975-79.

The differentials in marriage behaviour of women by pattern of work
and age emerging from Table 7 indicate that a difference of 1.3 years in PFS

and one year in PLM in mean age of marriage sepervates those who had worked
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before marriage from those who never worked, and a difference of 1.9 years
ih'PFSvand 1.3 years in PLM from those who worked only after marriage for

all ages. The estimates of mean age at marriage do not show much variation

.. between the younger and older women except for those who worked before ma-.

rriage. In 1979, women who worked before marriage had a difference of 1.1
years between the younger and older women. Moreover, a delay in the age
at marriage of women working before marriage is also apparenf from the per-
centage ,marrying'at age 21 or later. For instanée9 24 percent of those

women postponed marriage until after age 21 as compared to 13.1 percent

for women who never worked and 9.4 percent for those who worked after ma-

~rriage in 1979 (PLM). It may be noted, however, that due to a very small

percentage of women with premarital work experience, the estimated effect
of employment on the timing of marriage could be biased upwardly and can

not be generalized.

_Husband's Education and Occupation:

Another variable of interest to see the differentials in marriage

behaviour of women is that of husband's education and occupation. Since

" the sample of the study is restricted to ever-married women, it is not

possible to determine the association between husband‘'s education/occupa-
tion and female age at marriage. However, it may be hypothesized that wo-
men whose husbands are more educated or are in white collar jobs would tend

to have the highest age at marriage because educated and professional men

would prefer to get married to educatéed or working women., Table 10 pre-

sents age at first marriage by husband's level of education and current

age of women for 1979,



Table-10

TRLe. &% OAT BADNIACE BY HUSDAtS LEVEL OF ELUCATION AMD CURREVT AZE OF WOMEN 10L7:

Husvand's L i ~_Current Age _ Percent sarried  Percent of Sample
Level Of L P50y 4547 A1 Aces ot age 21 or later '
-ducation fLoe? urban Kural Total Urban Pural Total Urban Rural Total Urian Rural Totel Urban Sural

s Sewootinos 17.85 0 17,0 7.5 17.6
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It may be noted from the table that 39,5 percent of»urban women

have illiterate:husbands as.compared to about 70 percent in rural. areas.
On the other hand, 47.7 percent of women have husbands with above primary
education in u;ban areas as compared to only .10 percent in rural areas. -
As expected, women whose husband's have above primary eductation show the.. ..
highest mean age at marriage. Nevertheless, no significant differentials
in age at harriage by husband's level of education.are evident except for
urban areas; In the age group of 25-29 years, urban Qbmgn whose,huéﬁandé‘

above _ : _ S
have/primary educatipn marry about one year later than those with no scheol-
itg or a.few years of primary education, In the oldér age cohort (40-49),
such difference has been 0.8 years for ﬁﬁose with illiterate husbands and

1.4 years with primary levels of education,

-bThe percentage distribution of the sample by husbandYs.occgpa—_:_
t%on is givgn in Table 11 which shows_that_in urban areas a majority was
engaged in production and transport followed by sales workers. In rural.
areas, agriculture was the.main occupation.of hugbands. followed by produ~
ction and transpért. There are significant urban-rural differentiéls in-age
at marriage by oécupation categories. Buﬁ when we look at thé difference.
in age at marriage between younger and:older agc cohorts, a rising trend.
is clearly 6bvious 6nly in urban areas almost in all occupations. As hypo-
thesized, women whose husbands were ¢ngaged in white~collar jobs (profe-
ssionals, techniéal, administrativevand managefial) had the highest mean age
at marriage (19 years or‘more) particularly in the case of youngér women-

in both urban and rural areas.



: Table 11

: . t
MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE BY HUSBANDS OCCUPATION AND AGE: EVER~MARRIED WOMEN 1979

Husband's . . Percen married at  Percent of Difference between
Océupatior 25-29 40-49 All Ager” age 21 or later ' sample age 40-49 & 25-29
’ : Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total U¥h=”? Rural Total Urban Rural
Professional 21.4 19.0 23.0 - - - 18.4 19.0 18.3 24.4 - 29.3 - - - - - -
Technical and 18.8 19.7 18.0 i7.9 18.1 17.8 18.4 19.1 17.8 23.3 30.3 17.4 2.4 5.9 2.5 +0.9 i.6 +0.2

Related Workers

Administrative 19.5 '20.0 18.8 17.4 17.3 18.0 18.6 18.8 17.9 23.1 27.2 10.4 0.9 2.5 0.3 42.1 +2.7 +0.3
and Managerial

Clerical 16.3 18.5 18.1 . 17.1 17.2 16.8 17.8 18.0 17.5 14.8 13.8 8.3 3.2 7.6 1.7 +1.2 +1.3 +1. 3
Sales workers 17.8 17.9 17.5 17.5 17.4 17.7 17.6 17.6 17.5 14,5 15.1 13.8 10.4 20.7 6.8 +0.8 + .5 -(.2
Service workers 17.3 17.3 17.3  17.5 17.2 17.2 17.3 17.2 17.4 10.5 10.9 10.1 4.8 8.3 3.5 -0.2 + .1 =05

Agriculture and 17.4 18.1 17.3 17.7 16.9 17.7 17.4 17.2 17.4 12.6 8.9 12,
Animal Husbandry

~l
o
N
»
]
wn
L]
P.

56,1 9.3 +1.2 -0.4

Production and 17.8 :17.9 17.4 17.7 17.1 18:1 17.4 17.4 17.5 12.6 13.9 12.0 32.7 48.3 27.1 -0.1 + .8 =0.7

Transport : ) . : ‘

Total 17.6 18.1 17.4 17.5 17.2 17.8 17.5 17.6 17.5 13.2 15.2 12.5 98.1 9g.5 98.0 =0,k +0,9 -0.4
. " PR r o N € )[ bl
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In the case of other occupations such as sales workers, agricul-
ture, production and transport, women were married relatively earlier,varouﬁd
18 years on avérégé, while women married to service workers.had the lowest
age at marriage. o -
Similar trends emerge when we look at the proportion married at
¥ age 21 or later where larger proportions_of women have delayed their ma-.

rriage until after this age in case of professional, technical and manager-

ial occupations.

Summary and Conclusion:.

The: importancg of the study of nuptiality patterns héé récently'; 
increased primarily because Sf its impact on fertility., Reéent‘reseaféh
has revealed that delayed marriage has been one of tﬁe responses to'x3n;'
socio—economic development and a major cause.of fertility'decline in'many

developing countries.

The present report, based on a number of data sources, in'par;;
. ticular the PLM survey of 1979-80, is focussed on studying tﬁé.variations )
in the nuptigli;y_patterns in Pakistan. Besides studying thé.changes.in
the female age at fi;st marriage overtime, the analysis is extended gqv
- examinettﬁe assqciation of certain socio-economic variables Qith ﬁattepng
. of femaie marriage. Thesc:inciude exposure to urban living, édﬁcational

attainment, work experience and region of residence.
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To examine the trends in age at marriage overthne, data on the
marital status distribution of popula;ion as provided in different censuses
and surveys (household level) have been utilized. For studying the diff-
erentials in age at marriage_by selected background variables, individual -
1éve1 daté"frég.fﬁeuPFS and fLM surveylhave b;én.ué;d:‘lThéﬁ%easdféé'ﬁéed
to explain the variations in marriage patterns are:Singulate mean age at
mé.f:iage (sr.w@, proportion single by age, direct estvimat:e_s‘ of mean age
at marriage and percent married by age 21 of lates. |

The results of the present analysis have pdinted out a nuptiality
transition in Pakistan. A cleaf upward trend in Singulage Meah Age At
Marriage (SMAM) is noticed between the 1921 and 1981 censuses, with a
guddent* rige in 1951 anid then in 1972, The SMAM toge from 15.8 in 1921
t6 17:9 if 1951, 20:0 in 1972 and 20.8 in 1981, This rise is supported
by 4 substantial incfease in the proportions single in youger age groups
8f women in the &éhsiises of 1972 and 1981. 1In 1972, 65 percent and in
1981 about 70 percent of the women in 15713 age group were single as com=
pared to less than 45 percent in 1951. Miles have also shown an increase
of two years in SMAM, from 23.4 in 1951 to 25.4 in 1981, indicating a gra=
dlial and smoothet change in dge at marriage than tHat for females.

The ditect estimates of fean age at marriage also indicate a
riging trend. Based on PLM survey, the marriage cohort of 1950-54 (years
éf marriage) married at dge 16,& on average, as compared to 18.2 during
1975-79, ihdiéating a gnin of almost 2 years within two decades. The
trend is furthef supported by the fact that the percentage marrying at age

21 or later increased from 3.2 during 1950-54 to 17.7 during 1975-79,
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The trends revealed‘bywéiaminq;ign of cross—sectional survey data

are not. as obvious as they are in case c: proportions single in successive

censuﬁﬁﬁata._ The sample of married women between the ages 15-49 is under
representative of the_current,lgvels_ofrage at marriage. Nevertheless,
fhefe-is'consideréble Qariance in age at first marriage in the sample, and
there is not enought reason to suspect that associations of background

- varlables and age at farst marrlage are h*phly blased

ul ‘

I3

,...It may be concluded that the analysisipertdaining to diffeféﬁtials

in ma iagg;ggttern by background variables also- ‘reveals the tendency to

2 1'11.
“\

. delayed marriage. The overall findings suggest that urban res1dence, es~

...A_--_. REVLE
Siu 4

pecially life~time expostre to urban living, educational attalnment above

it Do
.
-

the primary level, work’éxperience before mariiage, and residence in a

more developed region are important factors associated with delayed age

BREERIVES

at marriage.

TR

woriis 011" Based on the PLM sufﬁey estimates, there are notvsubstap;igl

sorurban-tural differeénitials in age at .arriage except for the marr:

e . .- HEE .

0 ....horts of 1970-74 and 1975-79. fLooking at these:differentials by age,

ge, co-

. young urban women mérr1ui0d6ycar 1ater than the’ correspondlng rural
_women in PFS and Q,7 years later in the PLM survey, In the older age

- _cohort, urban-rural differentials in age at marriage are negligible both

T e

in PFS and PLM. Moreover, younger women Living in urban areas through-
out their lives married 1.5 year later than rural in-migrants in PFS and

047 year later in PLM survey, narrowing the differentials over-time. The

e

findings thus suggest that a change in the valdes regarding the timing

L

of girls' marridge seems to have been taking » both in urban and rural

areak, but such a departure is more pronounced for life-time urban residents.
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Of all the variables used to examine the association with age
at marriage, female education has shown the highest delay particularly
above primary ‘levels of education. In the PLM survey sample, only 11.2

percent havé‘been'exposed to formal schooling out of which only 5.9 per-

cent have attained above primary education. The mean age at marriage of

women with above primary education is about 3 years higher than those

with no schooling in PFS and about 2 years higher in PLM survey. The

results further suggest that younger women with no schooling or below pri-

mary education have not shown much change in their timing of marriage

when compared with the older women within similar levels of education.

As expected, the small percentage of women who have formal
schooling exposure are mostly from urban areas. Young urban women (25-29)
with six or more years of schooling married about 2 years later than those
with no schooling and 1.4 years later than those with below primary educa-
tion in 1979 (PLM). In the case of corresponding rural women, such

difference is of a magnitude of 1.6 years and 09 year respectively.

These findings thus suggest that the impact of educational
attainment on age at marriage is growing for younger generation in both urban
and rural areas. However, the impactiis more conspicuous in urban areas
where educational opportunities alongwith emplqyment chances are greater;'

Another impotrtant inference which may be drawn is that the
effects of education are more than just a postponement of marriage until
schooling is complete. For the small p?oportion of women exposed to formal
schooling, marriage has been postponed several years beyond the age of

completion of their education. This implies that higher education has
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other consequences that influence young woffen (and their families) to delay
marriage. Since education is viewed as an approach to more job opportu-
nities outside home, the status and socio-economic aspirations of women
may also enhance with more education, which are both conducive to delayed

marriage.

The differentials in the marriage behaviour of womeh by pattern
of work are also in the expected direction., Women with premdrital work
experience married about ome yeatr later thdn those who ever WOrkéd'ahd.ﬁ.3
year later than thoge who worked after marriage in the PLM survey.
However due to a very small percentage of women with premarital work ex-
perience, the estimated effect of employment on the timing of marriage

could be upwardly biased and can not be generalized.

In the light of these findings, the present study suggests a
variety of policy ontions. As stated earlier, age at maerriage is impor-
tant in reducing birth rates. Thus policies designed to reduce population

growth in general should be aimed at bringing sociological changes that

- ,,include the provision of greater education and employment opportunities

for women, particularly outside the home in both-urban and rural areas.
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